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BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
ATTDRNEYB i n d C 0 U N 8 E L L 0 K 8 

2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. NW 

S U l i e 300 

WASHINGTON, DC 20037 

TELEPHONE (303) e«3-7a20 

F * C B I W I L E ; 1202) 063 7B4B 

ROHERI A. WlUDHH (202) 603-7034 (Diraei Dial) 

E-Mail rwlRib l ihQBal iarandmi i lv f com 

Fcbruaiv 13.2013 

BY HAND DELIVERY 
Cynthia T. Brown. Chief 
Section of Administraiion. OITice of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

>AR0 

Re. The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption 
- In Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama. STB Dockei No AB-290 (Sub-No. 
335X): and Tennessee. Alabama and Georgia Railway Company-
.Abandnnmeni Exemption - In Gadsden. Etowah County, Alabama, STB 
Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 

Dear Ms. Brown. 

Pursuant to the Board's abandonment class exemption procedures for lines with no 
local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R. part 1152. subpan F), enclosed arc an original and 
11 copies of jointly-filed vcnfied abandonment notice of exemption for the abandonment of 
interconnecting rail lines owned by the following Norfolk Southem Railway Company subsidiaries. 
The Alabama Great Southem Railroad Compan>; und Tennessee. Alabama, and Georgia Railway 
Company 

A check in the amount of $7,400.00 is enclosed to cover the applicable filing fees Please 
acknowledge receipt and filing of the joint notice of exemption by date stamping the enclosed 
eleventh copy and returning it to the couner to retum 10 me. 

FILE 
FEB 1 3 20(3 

""^NSPoffiS BOARD 

Sincerely. 

R^.:^6J-

Enclosures 

Robert A. Wimbish 
Attomcy for The Alabama Great Southern 

Railroad Company, and Tennessee. Alabama 
and Georgia Railway Company 

cc. Maquiling Parkcrson. Marc Kirchner 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHING . S i i l N G T O N , D C ^ ^ ^ ^ j ( 3 

SIB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN l^\ILROAD COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Dockei No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 340X) .340X) (h ^ 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUN I'Y. ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

f!&L RECEIVED 
FEB 1 3 Z013-

^UriHACt 
IRAKISPORTATION BOAW 

FBLE 

Fehruiir>'l3,20l3 

FEB 1 3 2013 

SURFACE 
ffiANSPORTATlON BOARD 

Robert A. Winihi.sh 
BAKKK & Mii.i.KK PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite 300 
Washingion, DC 20037 
Tel: (202)663-7824 
Fii\: (202)663-7849 

Altorney for The Alahunm Great Suulhcrn 
Railroad Company, und Tennessee, Aluhamsi 
and Genrf>iii Railway Company 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, E I'OWAII COUiSTY, ALABAMA 

S TB Docket No. AB-29U (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

.lOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

The Alabama Grcat Southern Railroad Company (''AGS"), and Tennessee, Alabama, and 

Georgia Railway Company ("TAG") - both wholly-owned railroad subsidiaries ofNorfolk 

Southern Railway Company ("NSR") - hereby jointly submit a verified notice of exemption 

pursuant to 49 C.F.R. part 1152. subpait I' (Exempt Abandonments and IDiscontinuances of 

Service and Trackage Rights) to abandon approximately 4.25 miles of interconnected rail line 

located in Gad.sden. Etowah Couniy. Alabama Specifically. AGS will abandon appioximatcly 

3.10 miles of rail line (the "AGS Segment'') extending between milepost 2.40 AG (neai Cabot 

Ave. in Gadsden) and milepost 5 50 AG (near the intersection of River and Coosa Streets in 

Gadsden), and TAG will abandon approximately 1 15 miles of rail line (the "TAG Segment") 

extending between milepost TA 90.30 (located between the north end of Brooksidc Drive and 



Owls 1 lof fow Road in Gad.sden) and milepost 'FA 91 45 (al the TAG Segment's connection with 

the AGS Segment west of N 5''' Street in Gadsden).' 

In accordance with the rcquiremenLs of 49 C.F.R. §g 1152 50(b) and (d). AGS and 'fAG 

piovide the following mfonnaiion in support of this abandonment notice 

Certification: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50fb1 

AGS and TAG certify that the Line satisfies the criteria for abandonment under the 

exemption provisions at 49 C.F.R. pan 1152. .suhpan F. See Certification of R.A Bartle. 

General Manager Western Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company, attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. During tlie past two years, tfiere has been no focaf or overhead common carrier 

service provided over the Line, nor have there been any requests for common earner service 

Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(d)(2) 

Tfie abandonment will be consummated on or uUei Apnl 4, 2013 (50 days afler the filing 

ofthe notice of exemption) 

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. SS 1152.22(aHn-(4). (7)-(8) and (c)(4) 

l-xact name of applicants (49 C.l'.R. S 1152.22(a)f 1)). 

'fhc Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company 

Tcnncs.see. Alabama, and Georgia f^^Ilway Company 

Whether applicants are common carriers bv railroad (49 C.l-'.R S 1152.22(a)(2)): 

Both AGS and TAG are common carriers by railioad subject to the Board's jurisdiction 

under 49 u s e . Subtitle IV 

Colleciively. the AGS Segment and the TAG Segment will be referred to herein as the "Line 



Relief .soimht (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22fa)f3))-

Pursuant to thisnoiiceofcxcmption, AGS wiff abandon the approximately 3.10-mile 

AGS Segment extending between milepost 2.40 AG (near Cabot Ave. in Gad.sden) and mileposi 

5.50 AG (near the intersection of River and Coosa Streets in Gad.sdcn), and TAG will abandon 

the approximately 1.15-mile TAG Segment extending between milepost TA 90 30 (located 

between the north end of Brooksidc Drive and Owls l-lullow Road in Gadsden) and milepost TA 

91 45 (al the TAG Segment's connection wilh the AGS Segment west of N 5"' Street in 

Gadsden). Collectively, AGS and 'fAG seek to abandon roughly 4 25 miles of rail tine located 

in Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama. 

Map (49 C.F.R g 1152 22(a)(4)). 

A detailed map showing the location ofthe Line is attached hereto as Exhibit B 

Applicant's representative (49 Cl-'.R f? 1152.22(a)(7)): 

The representative of AGS and TAG lo whom correspondence rcgarding this' 

abandonment and discontinuance of service proceeding should be sent is as foffows' 

Robert A. Wimbish 

BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave.. NW. Suite 300 
Washingion, DC 20037 
'fel (202) 663-7824 

Fax: (202)663-7849 

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(a)f8))-

The Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code territory 35901 and 35904. 

Suitability of the Line for Otfier Pubfic Purooses (49 C f R. g I I52.22(e)f4)) 

AGS and TAG have no opinion as to whether or not the f.inc and its nght-of-way would 

be suited for oiher public purposes. AGS and TAG arc unaware uf any plans targeting any or afl 

ofthe subject right-of-way foi such purposes 'fhe Line does noi contain fedciaffy-granied right-



of-way. As appropriate. AGS and 'I'AG urc willing promptly to make available any infonnation 

in its pos.se.ssion to anyone so requesting it. 

Lahor Protection 

Because the Line has been out of .service for over two year.s, it is unlikely that any 

railroad employees will be adversely affected by exercise of abandonment and discontinuance 

authority. 1-lowcver. as a condition to exereise ofthe authority permitted in this matier. AGS and 

'I'AG will accept the imposition of standard labor protective condiiions as set forth in Oregon 

Short Line R. Co - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 I.C C 91 (1979) 

Certifications 

Allached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Ser\'icc and Publicaiion certifying that 

AGS and 'fAG have complied with the advance notice and newspaper publication requirenicnls 

SCI forth at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C F.R. § f 105 f2. re.speciivcfy. Ailaefied as 

f^xhibit D IS a certificaiion of compfiancc with lhe advance noiicc requirements for 

Environmental and llistoric Reports as set forth al 49 C.F.R § 1105.11 



Environmental and Historic Rcnorl 

As is refiecled in us certification of compliance wilh the provisions of 49 CF R § 

1105.11 (Exhibit D), AGS and 'fAG have prcpared a consolidated Enviionmcntal and Histonc 

Report ("E&l IR'*) for the Line, which conforms to the requirements of 49 C.F.R §§ 1105 7 and 

1105.8. A copy ofthaiE&MR is attached hereto as Attachment 1 to L.xhibit D (§ 1105.11 

certification). 

Rcspectfully submitted, 

Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Suite 300 
Washingion. DC 20037 
'fci: (202)663-7824 
1-ax (202) 663-7849 

Attomcy for 'I'he Alabama Grcat Southem 
Railroad Company, and 'fennessee, 
Alabama, und Georgia Railway Company 

February 13.2013 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPOR TATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Dockei No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 34(»X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

VERIFICATION 



Verification 

I, Jofin Friedmann, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company, parent company of 
The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS') and Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Georgia Railway Company ("TAG"), hereby verify under penalty of perjury that to the best of my 
knowledge the foregoing abandonment notice of exemption is true and correct. Further, I certify 
that I am qualified and authorized to make such verification on behalf of NSR in connection with 
this proceeding before the Surface Transportation Board. 

Executed this 10*" day of December, 2012. 

John H Fnedmann 
Vice President 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-29U (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT A 

CERTIFICATION 



CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA: 

ss. 

CITY OF ATLANTA: 

R. A Bartle makes oath and says that he Is General Manager Western 

Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company; that the rail line between Mileposts 

2 40 AG and 5.50 AG, and between mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45, over which 

service is to be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction, that no Jocal 

traffic has moved over the line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has moved 

over the line for at least two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be 

rerouted over other lines; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on 

the line or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user regarding 

cessation of service over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation 

Board or any U. S. District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within 

the two-year period. 

/^S^^/^^l>^^ 
R A Bartle 

icribed and sworn to before me 
\ a ^ a v of NJAlULy^j^J^ 2012. 

i 
Notary 

My commission expires 

H|5Q(iir 

Public 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT B 

MAP 





BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPOR TATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Dockei No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

EXHIBIT C 

CERTIFICATIONS OF 
SERVICE/PUBLICATION 



Ccrlificate of Sen'ice of Advance Notice 

49 CF.R. S 1152.50(dKI) - Notice 

I certify Ihal, on January 29,2013. in keeping with 49 CFR § 1152.50(d)(1). f caused 

the foffowing parties to be served with the wntten notice ofintent of'fhc Alabama Great 

Southern Railroad Company and 'Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia Railway Company to use lhc 

Board's notice of exemption procedures to afiandon approximaicfy 4 25 miles of rail line located 

in Etowah County. Alabama' 

Public Scr\'icc Commission 

Britt Roberts. Director 
Public Service Commission of Alabama 
'fransportation Division 
P.O. Box 304260 
Montgomerv. A1- 36130 
(334)242-5980 

Dcnarlment of Dcfcn.sc (Military' 'Traffic Management Command. Transportation 
EnHinccrinii Airencv. Railroads fur National Defense Program) 

David Dorfman 
SDDC I EA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward f>.. Bldg. 1990 
ScottAFB. IL 62225 
(618)220-5741 

'The National Park Scr\'ice. Recreation Resources Assistance Division 

Charlie Siockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers & 'Trails Conservation Program 
1201 Eye Street. NW. 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington. D C. 20005 
(202) 354-6900 



U..S. Denartnient of Agricullurc, Chief of the Forest Service 

'Thomas L. Tidwcll. Chief 
Forest Service 
U.S Department of Agnculture 
Sidney R. Yates l-ederal Building 
201 14th Sirect SW 
Washingion, DC 20024 
(202) 205-8439 
S/W Sandy Berg, OITice Manager 

Febmary 13.2013 RJjt<CLJ=. 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Allot ncy for Tlic Afabania Grcat Southem 

Raifroad Company, and 'Tennessee, Afabania. 
and Georgia f̂ uifwuy Company 



Certificate of Ncwsnancr Puhlication 

49 CF.R. S 1105.12 - Ncw.snancr Nolice 

I certify that a ''Notice ofintent to Abandon and to Discontinue Rail Ser\'ice" was 

published in the fonn prescribed by the Board for abandonment notices of exemption (49 C.F.R 

§ 1105.12). 'Tlie notice was published one time on February 1.2013, in 'The Gadsden 'Times, a 

newspaper of general circulation in lEiowah County. Alabama. 

February 13.2013 
Robert A. Wimbi.sh 
R.^/^/iu^ 
Attorney for 'The Alabama Grcut Soulhcm 

Railroad Company, and 'Tennessee. Alabama, 
and Georgia Railway Company 
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GADSDEN TIMES 

@O0J/001 

3 f 
The Gadsden Times 

401 Locust Street, P O Box 188 Gadsden, AL 35901 
(205)549-2000 In Slate Watts Line: 1-800-762-2464 

n u I l U t UF INTENT TO ABANUON 
RAILSEHVfCC 

STB Dodcffll NDS. AB-790 tSub-No. 
33SX} and A B ^ » rSub-No. 340)0 
Tho AlBOArm Gniot Southom Railioad 
Company (*>tGS^ ond Tennomw. 
Alobuma ano Georgn Rsilwajr Com
pany rTAG^ botfi wno'iy-owmM sub-

t ador lm or Noffdk Souiharn RaiANay 
Company givsi noiico Ova on or 

.Btwul FebfUB7 I I . 2013. lh«y tniond 
iomily lo Ilio wi:n ifia Surfim Trans-
poitDilon Botite W^shlr^ion. DC 
20433 o nuico ol axomptian undor 48 
e F R Pan |IS2 SUDpBfl P - Eiuimpl 
AbnndonmoniB, pursuant lo whicn -

.(1) AGS wn aook to abandon o f n 
pmxhnBloly 9 i t i mflos of ran Ime (the 
*A8S Sogmcnt^ axiiindinii DOtwoen 
mnoposi 2 40 AQ fnoar Caooi Avo In 
Goosdon] and mllopooi 5 SO AG fnoar 
ifiD Intorseciion of Hivoi and COOM' 
StroDts h Godsoen); and (2} TAG tnir 
seek lo BDandon apprOjdniBtAly l . lS 
mibs Of rail lne (no TAG SegmonO. 
OMondlnB boiwoon mlUpOBI TA 90.30 

.(localod botwaon inu nonh and of 
BiooksdB Drive and dv ls Hollow 
Flood In Gadsoon) and mlloposi Ta 
91 '43 (ai lhe TAG Sogmonrs ounnoe-
tion mlh Iho AGS Sogmoni wast of N 
Slh Sirodt «i csadsdun) Coiioelvaly. 
the AGS Sogmcni and irw TAG Sag-
mant, both or whtch a*o located an-
tiroiy m Gadcoan, EIow^^ County, 
Alabanta. w i l bo leionod (O noroln UE 
tno "Line." Tns unu conu is oi 
roughly 4 ZS mllos ol rail hna, and it 
Iravarsos UnKod Siatos f teiol Zip 
Codo lorriUMios 3SB0l and 35804. 
The pfoeoodraB will bo dockatad as 
STB Dockoi NOS. AB-290 (Sub-Na 
339X) and AB-SRl (Sub-No 34aX). 
TTM proposod ociiOn antnilt tnc aban-
donmont ol ard dbconunuanco of nd 
oonnco ovnr ttio Lmo Tha BOanTs 
Office of Envronmontal Ano^ea 
(pEA) will preparo on Envlronmonml 
ABaossnwnt (EA). which nonnaliy mil 
be nvaiiabiB 2S aors afur iho tiling of 
tho nbandonmant notion uf exomplion 
Comments on environmamoi ond et*-
orgy moRcrs should bo ftlod no talor 
man 15 days a»or ino EA bocomes 
available lo tno pubEc Such com-

-mcnts win be oddrussod In a Board* 
docmion. Intorealod purwns nay ob
tain a copy Qi UIO E A or mado mqirlrlofi 
ragonUng enyimnmoniaJ manen by i 
Miiing to OEA. Surfaeo Transponailon 
Board, 395 E Slioai. SW. Misnington, 
D C 20423, or by oaiiing Ihal office a l , 
(2ffi] 345-0295. 

Afvraprloia offora oi liaanetail aasls-
unoo 10 Conilnuo rail Benwo can bo 
lired wish iho Board. Hequosis lor erv 
viionmoniBl eondiaons, pubic 'uso 
condiiions, or rail baniongftrDrii uso 
a m can bo Mod ivjth tno Board An 
onglnil ano 10 copies ol any oUwdinp 
Ihat rolsai manors oihor than onw-
ronmonni bsuea (sucn as trans puUlc 
uso, and oHors oi Khandai osslsiapcD) 
musi be filed dirodiy with tna Booro^s 
Soeiion of AdmmiBirolion. Ofllco ol 
Pncdodlnos. 399 E SlrcoL S^W., 
Washington. DC 20423 [Sao 40 C F a 
SS 1104.t(Bj ana 1104 3{o)1. and ono 
Bopy muEl be sorved Oft the aoandorv 
log eanlers' raprestmUuvo (Saa 49 
CFR 9 1104 I2(a}| OuOswns ragard-
Ing oHera ol hnnnpal oaalsianoa, pub
lic use or trolls uso may bo d>nKiad lo 
ine Boanj'B OOiea of Public Assis-
unco Govonvnoniol An.iira. and 
Compliance at ZQ2-245'0S30 Copioa 
ol arw oommonis Of roquesls lor soe-
ciilc Board ocllon should ba aen«od cm 
ine auondoning oirrlora' rspnnania-
Uvo- Robori A. Wmbbh, BAKER & 
MILLER n jLC 2401 PennsylvDrAi 
Avn^ N.W, 1*300, VAohlnoton, DC 
20037; ptione: 202<CC3-7aZ4: lax 2a2-

eaa.70« ^ ^ 
Fflbnia7 1,20l3 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

ETOWAH COUNTY 

Before me, Karen IWcBrayer. a Notary Puoiic. and in for said County, in 
said state, personalty appeared Vivian Jordan, who Is known to me, and 
who, after being by me duly sworn, deposes and says under oath as 
follows 

That she is an employee of The Gadsden Times, a newspaper published 
in said County, in said State, and authonzed under the laws of the State 
ot Alabama to carry advertising- That as sucfi employee, she has 
knowledge of facts hereinafter stated, and that she is authorized by said 
newspaper, to make this affidavit: 

attached to said here is^attachi 

%/̂  in Its 

affidavit 
appeared in 

affidavit legal advertising of the 
which was printed in The Gadsden 

regularly circulated editions on 
,2013 and that the clipping attached to 

stitutes an exact and true copy of said advertisement as it 
Gadsden Times on dates shown above. 

Cost of advertising $_ /^s : / / 

O'̂  ̂ k A i A l O A ^ , Subscnbed and sworn to by me on this the / day 
2 0 ^ . 

\ub^cfibed and sworn to before me on this the / ^ day of 
, 2 0 ^ . 

i^,V^ 
J B L I C ^ NOTARY PUBLI 

My commission expires' 



BKFORKTIir: 
SURFACIi: TKANSmUrA'l ION BOARD 

WASHING rOi\M)C 

STB Docket Nu. AB-29U (Suh-No. 335X) 

THK ALABAMA GREAT SOUTIIKRN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-29U (Suh-No. 340X) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS 



Environmental and Historic Report 
Certificate of Sen/ice 

Pursuant to the requirements of ^9 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and 49 CF R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned 

hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Dockei No AD-290 

(Sub-No 335X} was mailed via first class mai 

Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management 
Director's Office 
P.O. Box 301463 
Montgomery, AL 36130-1463 

Heinz Mueller 
Regional EPA - Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street SW 
Room 9125 
Atlanta. GA 30303 - 8960 

Philip Hinesley 
Alabama Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
Lands Division - Coastal Section 
31115 Five Rivers Boulevard 
Spanish Fort, AL 36527 

Dr William Plunkett 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
USDA 
PO Box311 
Auburn, AL 36831-0311 

Fish and Wildlife Semces 
Region 4 
1208 B Main Street 
Daphne, AL 36526-4419 

USACE 
Brian Zettte 
Planning Division 
109 St Joseph Street 
Mobile, AL 36602 

. = = : ^ ^ — — 
Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Novembers, 2012 

on November 6,2012 to the following parties* 

Sherman Guyton, Mayor 
City of Gadsden 
P.O. Box 267 
Gadsden, Alabama 35902 

Patrick Simms. CEO 
Etowah County Commission 
800 Forrest Avenue 
Gadsden. AL 35901 

Alabama Highway Department 
1409 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL 36110 

Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, AL 36104 

National Park Sen/ice 
Southeast Region 
100 Alabama street, SW 
Atlanta. GA 30303 

Charlie Stockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers and Trails Conservation Program 
1201 Eye Street. NW 9*̂  floor 
Washington D C 20005 

National Geodetic Sun^ey 
Geodetic Service Division 
Room 9202 NGS/12 
1315 East-West Hvi7 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

USEPA 
Anel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave , NW 
Washington, D C 20004 



ATTACHMENT 1 
ENVIRON.MENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 
THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST 2.4 AG AND MILEPOST 5.5 AG 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

AND 

STB DOCKET NO. AB.290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST TA 90.30 AND MILEPOST TA 91.45 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Combined Environmental and Historic Report 

Novembers, 2012 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 
THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL UNE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST 2.4 AG AND MILEPOST 5.5 AG 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY. ALABAMA 

AND 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
TENNESSEE. ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN MILEPOST TA 90.30 AND MILEPOST TA 91.45 

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY. ALABAMA 

Combined Environmontal and Historic Report 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company (AGS) and Tennessee, 

Alabama and Georgia Railway Company (TAG), both wholly-owned subsidiaries of 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR), submit this Combined Environmental and 

Historic Report ("EHR") pursuant to 49 C F R. § 1105.7(e) and 49 C F.R. § 1105.8(d), 

respectively, for an exempt abandonment of 3 10 miles of AGS rail line between 

Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and 1.15 miles of TAG rail line between mileposts TA 

90 30 and TA 91.45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. The two 

segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County. 

Alabama 



ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. 

Descnbe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned 
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other stmctures that may be involved, and any 
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also descnbe any 
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project 

RESPONSE. AGS proposes to abandon 3 10 miles of rail line between 

Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and TAG proposes to abandon 1 15 miles of rail line 

between Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91 45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be 

abandoned. The two segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in 

Etowah County, Alabama The lines have been out of service for over two years. 

Following abandonment, the line segments' track and track materials will be 

salvaged. Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structures from the 

existing roadbed The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing 

drainage systems will remain intact. When the track structures are removed, the 

contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast will be removed, and no 

soil disturbance will occur (so no National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

permit will be required). No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted. All track 

matenal is removed and steel components are either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties 

may be reused in other railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable 

federal and state laws and regulations. Bridges on the line segments typically will be 

removed. 

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the lines and retain the track in 



place. This alternative is not satisfactory The railroads would incur opportunity and 

other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were 

this line segment to be retained. 

A map delineating the lines proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix 

A. An example of NSR's letter to federal, state and local government agencies, along 

with a list of the consulting agencies NSR has contacted, are attached as Appendix B. 

Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of consultations can be 

found in Appendix C 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system. 

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportathn systems 
and patterns Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to 
other transportation systems or modes as a result ofthe proposed action. 

RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation 

systems and patterns'are expected to be negligible. There is no rail freight or 

passenger traffic on the line segments proposed for abandonment 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use. 

(i) Based on consultathn with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review 
of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any 
inconsistencies. 

RESPONSE. An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the 

City of Gadsden and the Etowah County Commission. These agencies were also 

asked to comment on the consistency of the proposed abandonment with existing land 

use plans A copy of the response from the Etowah County Commission is attached as 

part of Appendix C 



(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of 
the proposed action on any pnme agncultural land 

RESPONSE: Consultation was requested from The United States Department of 

Agriculture, Natural Resources Consen/ation Sen/ice A copy of its response stating 

that the proposed area does not contain prime farmland is attached in Appendix C. 

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the 
coastal zone informetion required by Sec 1105.9 

RESPONSE' Consultation was requested from Alabama Department of 

Consen/aton and Natural Resources, Lands Division - Coastal Section. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the nght'Of-way is 
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U. S. C. 10906 and explain v^hy 

RESPONSE* The railroads may not have fee title to the entire right-of-way 

underlying the line segments proposed for abandonment, therefore, the railroads may 

not have a contiguous corndor available for alternative public use NSR is not aware of 

whether there may be any state or local plans that may be facilitated by the proposed 

abandonment, and has no opinion about whether the right of way would be suitable for 

alternative public purposes. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy. 

(i) Describe the effect ofthe proposed acthn on transportation of energy resources. 

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be 

affected by the abandonment. No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the lines, 

and the line did not carry any energy resources when last in operated 

(il) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 



RESPONSE Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be 

affected by the abandonment No freight or passenger traffic Is moving over the lines. 

and the lines did not carry recyclable commodities when last in operated 

(ni) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall 
energy efficiency and explain why. 

RESPONSE. The proposed action involves the abandonment and salvage of 

inactive rail line segments, and as such will not result in an increase or decrease in 

overall energy efficiency 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than. 
(A) 1.000 rail cartoads a year; or 
(B) An average of 50 rail cartoads per mile per year tor any part of the affected line, 
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumptk>n and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given 

RESPONSE- No traffic will be so diverted 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air. 

(i) If the proposed action will result in either 
(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected 
by the proposal, or 
(B) An increase in rail yard ectivity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or 
(C) An average increase in tmck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect 
on air emissions. 

RESPONSE The above thresholds will not be exceeded 

(li) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air 
Act, and will result in either 
(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line. 
(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by cartoad activity), 
or 
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe average daily 



traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation 
Plan. 

RESPONSE. The above thresholds will not be exceeded. Etowah County 

Alabama is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 

pollutants according to the U.S Environmental Protection Agency, with the exception of 

1-hr ozone, 8-hr ozone and particulate matter 

(ni) If transportation of ozone depleting matenals (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®) 
IS contemplated, identify the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety 
practices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials 
in the event of a collision or derailment 

RESPONSE- Not applicable. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(6) Noise. 

If any ofthe thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state 
whether the proposed action will cause. 
(i) An Incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or 
(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. 
If so, identify sensitive receptors (e g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, 
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7) Safety. 

(i) Describe any effects ofthe proposed action on public health and safety (including 
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 



RESPONSE' Abandonment of the subject rail line segments will have no 

significant effect upon public health or safety. 

(il) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify the matenals and 
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if 
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any 
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, 
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and 
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. 

RESPONSE' Not applicable. 

(ill) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been 
known hazardous matenals spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites 
and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

RESPONSE: The railroads have no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites 

where there have been known hazardous material spills on or adjacent to the subject 

nght-of -way 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(8) Biological Resources. 

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the 
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, descnbe the effects. 

RESPONSE- The railroads do not believe that any federally listed endangered 

species or their habitats will be adversely affected. A consultation was requested from 

the U S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ascertain any Impacts to surrounding 

habitats and species USFWS has advised that would be no significant impact on fish 

and wildlife resources. The response is attached in Appendix C. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests will 
be affected, and desciibe any effects 



RESPONSE: The line segments proposed for abandonment do not appear to 

pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or wildlife sanctuaries. No 

adverse effects on wildlife sanctuanes, national parks or forests, or state parks or 

forests are anticipated. 

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water. 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the prof)osed 
action IS consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards 
Describe any inconsistencies 

RESPONSE' The railroads do not intend to or alter the contour of the roadbed 

underlying the rail lines to be abandoned by way of the excavation or other ground-

disturbance activity Accordingly, no soils will be disturbed, and no stomn water mitigabon or 

National Pollutant Discharge Eliminatbn System pemiits will be required There are no plans 

to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill materials in connection with the 

proposed abandonment, so. for this reason also the projsosed abandonment will not result in 

water quality impacts. Consultation has been requested from the Alabama Department of 

Consen/ation and Natural Resources and from the Alabama Department of Environmental 

Management (ADEM) ADEM had referred the matter to its Water Division, which has 

supplied the railroads with the Division's pnsposed project/activity review information See 

Appendix C. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
permits under section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 USC. 1344) are required for the 
proposed action and whether any designeted wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 
affected. Describe the effects. 

RESPONSE. The geometry of the roadbeds will not be altered and no in-stream 

work IS contemplated. No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent 



wetlands are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment. Consequently, 

the railroads do not believe a Section 404 pennit will be required in connection with the 

proposed abandonment Consultation was requested form the US Army Corps of 

Engineers, which confirmed that no permit will be required for the project The response 

IS attached in Appendix C 

(lii) State whether permits under section 402 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) 
are required for the proposed action 

RESPONSE. The railroads do not plan to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the 

line to be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials. 

There will be no excavation or other ground-disturbance activity, and, because no soils will 

be disturbed, no storm water mitigation or National Pollutant Discharge Eliminatbn System 

permit will be required. The railroads anticipate that the abandonment will not affiect water 

quality or require the issuance of a Section 402 pemmt under the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act. Nevertheless, NSR has requested input from the Environmental Protection 

Agency and the Alabama Department of Consen/ation and Natural Resources. 

49 CFR 1105.7(c)(10) Proposed Mitigation. 

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate 

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail lines is not expected to produce 

adverse environmental impacts. Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as 

removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurtenances. The railroads will undertake all 

reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does 

not produce adverse environmental impacts. 



HISTORIC REPORT 

49 CFR 1105.8(d) 

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

AGS proposes to abandon 3 10 miles of rail line between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 

5 50 AG, and TAG proposes to abandon 1.15 miles of rail line between Mileposts TA 

90 30 and TA 91 45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned The two 

segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, 

Alabama 

Following abandonment the line's track and track materials will be salvaged 

Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structure from the existing 

roadbed The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage 

system will remain intact When the track structure is removed, the contractor will 

smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast or soil will be removed. No digging or 

burying of any kind will be permitted All track material is removed and steel 

components are either reused or sold as scrap Crossties may be reused in other 

railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws 

and regulations Bndges on the line segment typically will be removed 

The alternative to abandonment is to forego abandonment, and retain the track 

in place. This alternative is not satisfactory. The railroads would incur opportunity and 

other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were 

these line segments to be retained. 

A map delineating the lines proposed for abandonment is attached in Appendix 



A. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

(1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map - Maps were furnished to Alabama Historical 

Commission 

(2) Written Description of Rioht of Wav - The right-of-way width ranges from 25 

feet to 100 feet along the main track centerline of the TAG line and 50 feet along the 

main track centerline of the AG lino The lines pass through suburban residential areas 

Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board (STB) policy, the railroads' right-of-way will 

constitute the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this undertaking. 

(3) Photographs - Photographs are attached of the four bridge structures 

(4) Date of Construction of Structures - The construction dates for the bridges on 

the AG line segment are as follows the bridge at Milepost 2.9 AG was built in 1950, the 

bridge at Milepost 3 2 AG was built in 1991, the bridge at Milepost 3.9 AG was built in 

1991, and the bridge at Milepost 4.6 AG was built in 1949 No changes have been 

made to the bridges other than penodic normal maintenance to replace worn 

components There are no bridges or other structures on the TA line segment. 

(5) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated - The lines that are the 

subject of the related notice to the STB are 3 10 miles of rail line between 2.40 AG and 

5.50 AG (the "AG Segment"), and 1 15 miles of rail lino between TA 90 30 and TA 

91 45(the "TA Segmenf), for a total of 4.25 miles The two segments are contiguous 

and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. 

Each of the two rail line segments to be abandoned belongs to a separate, but 



related, railroad company. The AG Segment traces its history back to roughly 1877, and 

the original Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company (O-AGS) O-AGS was 

composed of smaller railroads: The Wills Valley Railroad Company, the North-East & 

South-West Alabama Railroad Company, the Alabama & Chattanooga Railroad 

Company, the Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company, and the Alabama Great 

Southem Railroad Company Limited. The O-AGS system extended from Chattanooga, 

TN to Meridian, MS. 

The O-AGS was reorganized by Emile Erianger and Company and became, 

known as the Alabama Great Southem Railway Company, Limited. 

Southern Railway Company (SR) obtained control of the Alabama Great 

Southern Railway Limited in 1895. As of that year, Alabama Great Southern Railway, 

Limited became known as the Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS") and 

It has since remained a subsidiary of SR and its successors In December 1990, SR 

changed its name to Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

The TA Segment traces its history back to 1892. when it was constructed by the 

Chattanooga Southern Railway (CSRY). The rails extended from Chattanooga, TN to 

Gadsden, AL 

In 1896, entered receivership, and was reorganized as the Chattanooga 

Southern Railroad (CSRR). In 1911, CSRR becomes the Tennessee, Alabama, and 

Georgia Railway, which, following yet another reorganization eleven years later became 

Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia Railroad (TAG) The TAG was built to haul coal, iron, 

and timber Southern Railway Company (SR) purchased the TAG and merged it into the 



SR system in 1971 SR changed its name to Norfolk Southern Railway Company in 

1982. 

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for 

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic - NSR may have 

engineering plans for the structures on the AG line, NSR anticipates that these plans 

will be standard (non-structure specific) plans, and thus would have been used in 

connection with the construction of similar, contemporary structures on the dates of 

construction. There are no structures on the TA line 

(7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic 

Places - There are four structures within the APE for this project There are no 

structures on the TA Segment. 

AGS believes that neither the structures on the line nor the line itself meet the 

cnteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The four structures along 

the AG Line that are 50 years old or older are bridges that are short in length and of 

ordinary design and construction AGS believes that there is nothing distinguishing 

these bndges from other in the region or on the NSR system generally, tn addition, the 

railroads have no reason to believe that there are archaeological resources or histonc 

properties on or immediately adjacent to the lines. 

(8) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological 

Recovery - The railroads are not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or 

environmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery Moreover, 

abandonment of the lines and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any 



potential archaeological resources The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially 

disturbed in the construction of the railroad lines by grading and filling Abandonment 

and salvage of the lines will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level 

of initial disturbance. 

(9) FOIIOW-UP Information - Additional information will be provided as appropriate 



APPENDIX A 
Site Map 





APPENDIX B 
Agency Letters 



RECIPIENT LIST 

Proposed Rail Lino Abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5.50 
AG, and 1.15 miles of rail line between Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45. for a total bf 4.25 miles of 
rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are locatod In the Gadsden area In Etowah County, 
Alabama 

Alabama Departmen: of Environmental 
Management 
Director's Ofnce 
P.O. 80x301463 
Montgomery, AL 36130-1463 

Heinz Mueller 
Regional EPA - Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street SW 
Room 9125 
Atlanta. GA 30303-8960 

Philip Hinesley 
Alabama Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
Lands Division - Coastal Section 
31115 Five Rivers Boulevard 
Spanish Fort, AL 36527 

Dr William Plunkett 
Natural Resources Conson^alion Senfice 
USDA 
P.O Box 311 
Auburn, AL 36831-0311 

Fish and Wildlife Sen/ices 
Region A 
1208 B Mam Street 
Daphne. AL 36526-4419 

USACE 
Bnan Zettle 
Planning Division 
109 St Joseph Street 
Mobile, AL 36602 

Sherman Guyton, Mayor 
City of Gadsden 
P 0. Box 267 
Gadsden, Alabama 35902 

Patrick Simms. CEO 
Etowah County Commission 
800 Forrest Avenue 
Gadsden. AL 35901 

Alabama Highway Department 
1409 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL 36110 

Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, AL 36104 

National Park Service 
Southeast Region 
100 Alabama Street, SW 
AUanta, GA 30303 

Charlie Stockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers and Trails Consen/ation Program 
1201 Eye Street. NW 9*̂  floor 
Washington D.C 20005 

National Geodetic Sun/ey 
Geodetic Service Division 
Room 9202 NGS/12 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Sliver Spring. MD 20910-3282 

USEPA 
Ariel RIOS Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington. D C. 20004 



Strategic Planning Department 
Norfolk Southem Corporation Three Commercial Place 
3 Commercial Place Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 (757) 629-2679 

Novembers. 2012 

RE- STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), The Alabama Great Southern Railroad 
Company - Abandonment - in Gadsden, Etowah County, Alabama. 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X). Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Railway 
Company - Abandonment - in Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama. 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad (AGS) plans to request authonty from the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 
5.50 AG, and Tennessee. Alabama and Georgia Railway Company (TAG), plans to request 
authonty from the STB to abandon a segment of rail line between 115 miles of rail line between 
Mileposts TA 90 30 and TA 91.45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned Both 
segments are located In the Gadsden area in Etowah County. Alabama. AGS and TAG are both 
wholly-owned subsidianes of NSR. 

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Histonc Report (Report) which describes the 
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track 
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the 
various agencies receiving it. 

The railroads do not anticipate adverse environmental impacts, however, if you identify any 
adverse environmental effects please descnbe the actions that would assist in alleviating them 
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which witl be 
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). 

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the 
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the 
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) by telephone a l (202) 245-0295 or by mall to. 

Surface Transportation Board, 
395 E Street. S.W., Room 1106 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations 
impose stnngent deadlines for processing this action For this reason your written comments 
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks 

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the 
contemplated action In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must 

Operating Subsidiary Norfolk Southem Railway Company 



receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston St. Dennis 
by email at Kearston.StDennis@nscoro.com. or by mail to: 

Kearston St Dennis 
Coordinator-Abandonments 
Norfolk Southem Corporation 
Strategic Planning Department 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Sincerely, 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company 
Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Railway Company 

mailto:Kearston.StDennis@nscoro.com


U V/Je« 

Marcellus C. Kirchner-i 
Director Strategic Planning 

Norfolk Southem Corporation / 7 C T \ eoQ O R 7 Q 
Three Commorcial Place ^ ' ^ ' ^ O^a - ^o ra 
Norfolk. Virginia 23510-9202 (757) 823-5807 FAX 

I\/Iay17.2012 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Sen/ice - Region 4 
Century Center 
1875 Century Boulevard 
Atlanta. GA 30345 P^c^O.-r/^^oSr^ 
RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 335X). Norfolk Southem Railway Company -

Abandonment - in Etowah County. Alabama 

Dear Sir or Madam. 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company is considering the abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line 
between Mileposts 2 40 AG and 5.50 AG, and 1.15 miles of rail line between TA 90.30 to TA 
91.45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are located in the 
Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. A map is included delineating the area under 
consideration. 

During the removal of track and materials, if any, Norfolk Southem does not anticipate the 
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing 
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southem right of way should be needed to 
facilitate operations In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed. There are 
four bridges crossing watenvays on the line. Dunng the removal of track and materials the 
bridges may be removed; however, any debris or other material will be removed from the 
area, preventing any ofthe material from entering watenvays. Norfolk Southem will also 
take alt measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutants from 
entering surrounding watenA/ays. 

Should Norfolk Southem abandon the rail segment, the approval of the Surface 
Transportation Board is required. In addition. Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (8i) and 
(8ii) require Norfolk Southern to address the following statements* 

(i) "Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether 
the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, descnbe the 
effiects" 

(ll) "State whether wildlife sanctuaries of refuges, National or State parks or 
forests will be affected, and descnbe any effects." 

Oporollng Subsidiary. Norfolk Southom Railway Company 



^ 

Norfolk Southern believes that our actions will not adversely impact any endangered or 
threatened species and their habitats or wildlife sanctuaries and paries; however we would 
appreciate your review and input. Please direct your responses and questions to Kearston 
Comegys at Kearston.ComeQvs@nscorp.com or mail to-

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments 
Strategic Planning -12'*' Floor 
Norfolk Southem Corporation 
3 Commercial Place 
Norfolk. VA 23510 

Very truly yours. 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 

Attachment 

U.S. nsh unil WilJIifc Service 
12UH-li Muin Succi - l^jphn:. AUui iu 36^26 

UMIK 2S1-MI-.^18I \'M 2SI-44|.(i222 

No Tedcnilly listed species/cniicdl hnhiini iiic known lo occui in [he 
projcci nren As described, tlie projcci will hnve no signincnni impnci on 
llsh nnd wildhre resources. IF PKOJIZCr OI-.SiriN CIIANGIES ARH 
MAOI-. niJiASE SUBMrr Ni:W P L A N S F O R RESVIEW WC 
Fccommeiid ILSC of hcsi miin,'igeineiii pnicttces specific lo yoiir projeci 
(Sec hnni/www.fw<^v/diinhne/sectioa7/hmp.himl) 

mailto:Kearston.ComeQvs@nscorp.com
http://www.fw%3c%5ev/diinhne/sectioa7/hmp.himl


PHONE (256) S49-5300 
TOLL FREE 1-866-3 M-7660 

JOBE -JOEY- N. STATUM. IV, District 1 

PERRY W GWIN. District 2 

LARRY V. PAYNE. District 3 

JEFF OVERSTREET. DlBtricl4 

ETOWAH COUNTY COMMISSION FAX (2S6) 549-5400 

CAROLYN H MRKER. Dbtrlct 5 

TIM N CHOATE, DiSlnct B 

PATRICK SIMMS. Chief Exocutiva o'fllcer 

JAMES E TURNBACH. County Attorney 

Marcellus C Kirchner 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 

May 21, 2012 

Dear Mr. Kirchner, 

Etowah County does not have any planning jurisdiction inside the city limits. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Simms, CEO 
Etowah County Commission 

800 FORREST AVENUE • GADSDEN, ALABAMA 35901 • www.clowahcounty.org 

http://www.clowahcounty.org


BEPLY TO 
ATTDdTONOF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE A R M Y 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, MOBILE 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
BIRMNGHAM FIELD OFFICE 

ZIBSUMMn* PARKWAY, SUITE 222 
HOMEWOOD, ALABAMA 35209 

Dale ^ - ' / V ^ 

Dear Applicant: 

Wc arc in rccuipl ofyour rcqucst/applicauon lo fl/it."^^ 

Your rcqucsi/applicalion has been assigned project file number 

SAM-20/O^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ - 7 ^ / ? and is also idcnlified as / { / M ^ / ^ ( h ^ ^ ^ / i ^ 

Your proj'cci has been assigned lo Projecl Mami assigned lo Projecl Manager /^jfUi^ j8s/( 

You may coniact luin/her, either by telephone al f205) 290-9096. by email at 

^/t «• ^ - / c f e / / fgj usace annv.inil or by mail al 

218 Summit Parkway Suite 222,1 lomewood, Alabama 35209. 

Please help us help you, and lake a moinent to visit out website at 

lilUD://www.sam.usaceamiv.niil/RD/rep/ and complete our cusinmer satisfaction Survey 

Sincerely, 

UM4l€fH^_ 

Cindy J Mouse-Pearson 
Field Office Manager 
Regulatofy Division 

http://www.sam.usaceamiv.niil/RD/rep/


From: Beth Walls [Walls.Beth@epamail epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2012 8 44 AM 
To: Comegys, Kearston 
Cc: walls beih@epa gov, Heinz Mueller 
Subject: Docket No. AB-290 (Sub No. 335X}, Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment -m 

Etowah County, AL 

Dear Mr. Comegys 

I am responding on behalfof Mcinz Mueller (addressee) regarding Mr. Marcellus Kirchncr*s May 17,2012, 
letter to US. EPA, Region 4, requesting EPA's review ofthe proposed 4.25 mile rail line abandonment project 
in Gudsden Ciiy, Elowah County, Alabama Mr. Kirchner requested EPA direct our response to you 

According to lhc above referenced lettei.NS is proposing to abandon 3 10 miles of niil line bciwccn railway 
Mileposts (MP) 2.40 AG and 5.50 AG and 1 5 miles of rail line between MP TA 90 30 to TA 91.45 The letter 
indicates the proposed aciion will not involve new road construction, dredging, nor fill deposition, and the 
underlying road bed will not be disturbed The letter indicates four existing bridges crossing wateru'ays may be 
removed as pan of this action This letter requested EPA's advice ns to whether a Clean Waler Aciion (CWA) 
Section 402 pennil would be needed. 

The requirement for a CWA pcnnil is tnggcrcd by the presence of CWA-delined waters. While the enclosed 
DeLorme Street Alias map docs not depict the presence ofthe four above referenced bndges and waterways, it 
does depict the presence of a larger unnamed surface water body. This unnamed surface water body potentially 
could be the receiving stream for the waterways referenced above. Thus, there is a potential for CWA-dcftned 
waters to be impacted The letter indicates no direct discharges into CWA-defined waters is anticipated to be 
associated wiih lhe proposed action. For example, the letter indicates any debris or other material associated 
wilh the bridge dcconsiruciions will be collected and removed. But, there may be the potential for storm-water 
related runofl'sissociaied with the proposed action to impact CWA-dcfincd waiers. 

Because EPA has delegated its CWA program implementation lo the Slate of Alabama (Alabama Dcpanment 
of Environmental Management (ADEM)), compliance with ADEM's CWA delegated program is sulllcienl to 
meet federal requirements. I recommend contacting ADEM's permuting unit staff, contact informaiion is 
available at htip://adem alabama.eov/nronrams/water/dcfault ent. 

Additionally, I would recommend NS also contaci the appropriate City of Gadsden department responsible for 
implementing the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) program The City is required to obtain a 
MS4 permit from the State. EPA anticipates NS, as a corporaie citizen, would be reluctant for any of its 
activities to possibly cause the City to be unable to comply with its MS4 permit requirements To obtain a City 
contact, the ADEM permitting unit stafl'should be able lo guide you as to whether this latter recommendation is 
necessary. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Walls 
Environmental Scientist, 
404-562-8309 & walls.beiliffl)epa.̂ uv 

http://epa.gov


Region 4. NEPA Program OfTice 
Sam Nunn AFC, 61 Foisyili S i . 
Atlanta, Gn 30303-8960 



Norfolk Southem Corporation 
Three Commorclal Placa 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
(757) 629-2679 
(757) 823-5807 FAX 

May 17, 2012 

Brian Zettles 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
Mobile District, Planning Division 
109 St Joseph Street 
Mobile. AL 36602 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

A Department of the Army permit will not be 
reaujrcd for your project as proposed 

PROJEaiS^N>XijER 
REGULATORY DIVISION 

^-y^^^ 

RE Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Etowah County. Alabama 

Dear Mr Zettles: 

Norfolk Southem Railway Company is considering the abandonment of 310 miles of rail line 
between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and 1.15 miles of rail line between TA 90.30 to TA 
91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are located in the 
Gadsden area in Etowah County. Alabama. A map is included delineating the area under 
consideration 

Dunng the removal of track and matenals. if any. Norfolk Southem does not anticipate the 
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing 
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southem right of way should be needed to 
facilitate operations. In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed. There are 
four bridges crossing waten/vays on the line. During the removal of track and matenals the 
bridges may be removed, however, any debris or.other matenal will be removed from the 
area, preventing any of the material from entering watenvays. Norfolk Southern will also 
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutants from 
entenng surrounding watenA/ays 

Should Norfolk Southem abandon the rail segment, the approval of the Surface 
Transportation Board is required In addition, Federal Regulation 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (9ii) 
requires Norfolk Southern to address the following statement' 

(li) "Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
pemnils under Seciion 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C 1344) are 
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 
year flood plans will be affected. Describe any effects" 

Norfolk Southem believes that our actions will have no impact to designated wetlands or 100 
year flood plains; however, we would appreciate your review and input In addition, please 
advise based on the above infomnation if a pemnit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

rtnaroi inn ^nhqlriLirv Nflrfoik Souituirn Raitway Company 



LANCE R . LEFLEUR 

DIRECTOR 

ROBERT J. BENTLEY 

GOVERNOR 

Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
adem.alabama.gov 

1400 Coliseum Blvd 36110-2400 • Post Ofnce Box 301463 
Montgomery. Alabama 36130-1463 

(334)2717700 • FAX (334) 271-7950 

June 26, 2012 

KEARSTON COMEGYS. COORDINATOR ARANDONMENTS 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORTORATION 
STRATEGIC PLANNING - 12" ' FLOOR 
3 COMMERCIAL PLACE 
NORFOLK, V A 23510 

RE: Docket No AI3-290 (Sub-No 33SX), Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Abandonment - in Etowah, Alabama 
Etowah County (OSS) 

Dear Ms. Comegys. 

The Dcpanment*s Water Division (WD) has reviewed the infonnation you sent us regarding the above-
referenced project. You had requested that wc review this information and provide comments 

Attached, please find a copy o f WD's proposed project/activity review information 

I hope this information is useful. I f you have any questions or need additional infomiation. please contact 
mc hy email ut gfni(@:idenijij;ita.al.us or by phone at (334) 394-4317. 

Sincerely, 

!nild Man in 
Technical Stall' 
Construction PennitsSectior 
Sionnwater Managemcnl Brniich 
Water Division 

GFM File PREV 

Enclosure: Proposed Project/Activity Review Information 
Copy o f Review Request Letter 
Construction Stormwater NOI 

, J 

BlrmbiDum Bmiwli 
110 VWcon Rood 
BInningriain AL 35209-4702 
(205) 942-6168 
(205) (Ml 1603 (FAX) 

Docntur Branch 
2715 Sondlin Road, S W 
Decatur, AL 35603-1333 
(25G) 353-1713 
(25G) Sil&gSSg (FAX) 

MnUlsBnineh 
2204 Pcnmaior Road 
Mobile. AL3661S1131 
(251)4503400 
(251) 479 2593 (FAX) 

Mobll»Caoital 
4171 OommDndora Dmo 
Mobile. AL 36615-1421 
(251)4326533 
(251) 432-6598 IFW) 

http://adem.alabama.gov


ADEM CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER 

PROPOSED PROJECT/ACTIVITY REVIEW INFORMATION 

The Dcpartiiicnl has leceivcd and evaluated the inlonnation you sent us regarding the above-referenced project. You had 
requested thai we review this information and provide comments 

Please note that State law and ADEM regulations require that appropnnic; enective Uest Management Practices (BMPs) 
for the control of pollutants in sionnwater run-ofl*be fully implemenied and maintained as needed for all construction and 
land disturbance activities regardless of pennit status or size of the disturbance to prevent/minimize discharges of 
sedimenl and other pollutants lo wateis ofthe Slate of Alabama 

A "water ofthe state" is broadly denned as [§ 22-22-l(bX2), Cotle of Alabama 1975, as amended! "All waters of any 
river, stream, watercour.se, pond, lake, coastal, ground, or surface water, wholly or partially within the slate, natural or 
artificial This does not include waters which are entirely conllned and retained completely upon the property of a single 
individual, partnership, or corpomtion unless such waters are used in interstate commerce " Discharges of pollutants 
resulting from failure to implement and maintain cfTective BMPs are considered unpermitted discharges to state waters. 

Please be advised that pursuant to EPA rules and ADEM Construction General Peimit (CGP) ALRIOOOOO, the operator 
or owner is required to apply for and maintain valid National Pollutant Discharge Eliminiition Sy.stem (NPDES) coverage 
for stormwater discharges pnor to beginning construction or ix:gulated land disturbance that will equal or CNCced one (1) 
acre in size. The regulations also rcquirc NPDES registration for disturbance activities Jess than one (1) acre that are pan 
of, adjacent to, or associated wnh a larger common plan of development or sale, that may eventually equal or exceed one 
(1) acre, or if less than une (I) acre in size if stormwater discharges have reasonable potential to be a sigmncant 
contributor of pollutants to a water of the State or have rea.sonable poteniial lo cau.se or contribute to a violation of 
applicable Alabama water quality standards as determined by the Department In addition, a Consiniciion Best 
Management Practices Plan (CBMPP) is required to be submitted for priority construction sites as defined in the CGP 
The regulated constniciion disturbance also includes, but is not limited to, as.sociatcd areas utilized for support activities 
sucli as vehicle parking, equipment or supply storage areas, material stockpiles, tcinporar>' ofTice areas, and access roads, 
and prc-construction. aclivities performed in advance or in suppon of constniciion such as logging, clearing, and 
dewatcring Please be advised that an operator or owner must retain NPDES pennit coverage until a]! disturbance 
activity, including phased construction, is complete. 

Additional ADEM air, land, and/or water pennits for discharges and regulated impacts resulting from the operation of the 
completed facility may be required. 

EfTcctive Best Management Practices (BMPs), as provided in the Alabama Handbook For Erosion Control. Sediment 
Control. And Stormwater Management On Constrnciions Sites And Urban Area.s, as amended, Alabama Soil and Water 
Conserv'ation Committee (ASWCC), for prevention and control uf nonpoint sources of pollutants must be implemented 
prior to, during, and aRer project implementation. Immediately afler comptetion of the project, effective mea.siircs to 
ensure permanent revegctation, cover, and/or effective stormwater quality remediation must be implemented and 
maintained The CGP requires that a CBMPP tu reduce pollutant discharges to the nia.\iinum extent practicable be 
prepared by a qualified credentialed professional (QCP) as defined in the CGP, and retained onsite. Information 
rcgarding construction activities forms, and other helpful information is available on the ADEM WebPage at 
http./Avww.adem.statc.nl.us/programs/water/construciionstormwatcr.cnt 

Tennessee River Watershed - In ordei lo determine whether this project should be covered under an existing CWA 
Section 404, Nationwide, or General Permit, or Letter of Permission, you should coniact ihe U. S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers." Nashville District by mail at PO Box 1070, Na.shvillc, TN 37202-1070 or by phone at (rtl5) 736-5181. 
Facilities covered under a U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Pennit. Nationwide or General Pennit. or Letter 
of Pennission must apply foi NPDES sionnwater coverage from ADEM, if construction or land disturbance above the 
Ordinary High Water Mark, or any non-drcdgc/fill operations below the Ordinar>' High Waler .Mark and associated 
upland dredge disposal sites that will equal or e.\ci:ed one (I) acru or that are part of a larger coiniiion plan of 
development or sale in which disturbed acreage will eventually equal or exceed (1) acre 

Rev 3/1/05 Page I of 2 
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All Other Alabama Waiersheds - In order lo delemiine whether this project should be covered under an existing CWA 
Section 404, Nationwide, or General Permit, or Leticr of Permission, you should contact the U S Anny Corps of 
Engineers, Mobile District by mail at PO Box 2288, Mobile, AL 36628-0001 or by phone at (251) 690-2658. Facilities 
covered under a U.S Army Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Permit, Nationwide or General Permit, or Letter of 
Pennission must apply foi NPDES stoimwaier coverage from ADEM, if construction or land disturbance above the 
Ordinary lligli Water Mark, or any non-dredge/nil operations below the Ordinar>' l-Iigh Water Mark and associated 
upland dredge disposal sites that will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that are part of a larger common plan of 
development or sale in which disturbed acreage will eveiUiinlly equal oi exceed (I) acre. 

ADEM's Coastal Program manages uses and activities having the potential to significantly impact the coastal portions of 
Alabama and/or its resources The Coastal Area is comprised of only a portion of Mobile and Baldwin counties and is 
defined as the lands and waters seaward of the continuous ten-foot contour. ADEM issues Coastal Programs Non-
Regulated Use Permits for commercial and residential developments greater than 5 acres in size, constniction on Gulf-
fronting properties intersected by the Consiniciion Control Line, and gioundwater wells that exceed 50 gallons per 
minute of water withdrawal ADEM also must certify that pennits issued by federal and slate agencies, and projects 
conducted by those agencies, arc consistent wnh the Coastal Program ADEM accomplishes this by reviewing 
applications for jiermits submitted lo other agencies. Therefore, il is recommended that applicants having dcvelopmeni 
plans, or even considering development in the Coastal Area, consult with ADEM Coastal Program staff as soon as 
po.ssible in the projecl development stage so that lhe applicant can leain of applicable rcquircinents Questions involving 
projects in the coastal area should be directed to the ADEM Coastal OfTice in Mobile 

You may also wish lo contact. (1) the U S Fish & Wildlife Service and the Alabamn Department of Conservation & 
Natural Resources. These are the Federal and State agencies, respectively, that have primacy and statutory' authority to 
address potential impacts to endangered or threatened species, (2) the OfTice Of Water Resources. Alabama Department 
of Economic and Communiiy Affairs, which is the Slate agency with primacy and statutory authority to address potential 
water quantity concerns or issues, (3) die State Fire Marshall and the Alabama Dcpartmeni of Industrial Relations which 
arc the State agencies with primacy and statutory authority to address potential safety considerations rcgarding blasting, 
(4) die Alabama Department of Industrial Relations which requires permit coverage and reclamation bonding for most 
non-coal mining sites, (5) the Alabama llisioricat Commission which is the State agency with primacy and statutor>' 
authority to addrcss preservation or jxitcntial impacts to surrounding or onsite historical or archaeological sites, (6) your 
local county health department fur issues related to onsite sewage management, and (7) your local municipal or couniy 
government, or local zoning and planning agency, if applicable, for additional approvals thnt may apply lo your project. 

In rccognition that projects arc site specific in nature and conditions can change during project implementation, the 
Depamnent reserves the righl to require the submission of additional infonnation or require additional management 
measures lo be implemented, as necessar>' on n case-by-case basis, in order to ensure the proteciion of water quality 
Res|70nsibility for compliance with ADEM rules and pennit requirements are not delegable by coniract or otherwise. The 
operator or owner must ensure compliance. Any violations rcsuliing from the actions of such person may subject the 
openiior/owner to enforcement aciion 

ADEM permitting decisions are predicated on current regulator^' requirements, established engineering suindards and 
technical considerations, best managemcnl practices information, and fonnal administrative procedures in conformance 
with Departmental regulations and applicable Alabama law. Issuance of pennit coverage by ADEM neither precludes 
nor negates an operator/owner's responsibility or liability to apply for, obtain, or comply wnh other ADEM, federal, 
state, or local government pcrmiLs, certifications, licenses, or other approvals ADEM permit coverage does not convey 
any property rights in cither real or personal property, oi any exclusive piivileges, nor does it authorize any injury to 
persons or properly or invasion of other private riglits, trespass, or any infringement of Federal, State, or local laws or 
regulations. 

Ifyou have any questions or need additional inronnation rcgarding construction stormwater permitting, please coniact die 
Water Division in Montgomer>' at (334) 271-7700 or cswmailf»)adem.state al us 

Page 2 uf2 



Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Director Strategic Planning 
(757) 629-2679 
(757) 823-5807 FAX 

May 17. 2012 

State EPA 
Directors Office 
P.O. Box 301463 
Montgomery,.AL 36130 

RE; Docket No AB-2go (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -

Abandonment - in Etowah County. Alabama' 

Dear-Sir or Madam-

Norfolk Southern Raihvay Company is considering the abandonrnent of 3.10 miles of rail line 

between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5!50 AG„and 1 .̂ 15 miles of rail line between.TA 90 30 to TA 

91.45, for a'tbtal of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are located in the 

Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. A map is included delineating the area under 

consideration. 

'During the removal of track and matenals, rf any. Norfolk Southem'doe's not ariticipate the 
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. 'Only existing 
public and pnvate access roads and the.Norfblk Southem right of way should be needed to 
facilitate operations In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed. There are 
four bridges crossing waten/vays on the line During the removal of track and materials the 
brkiges may be removed; however, any debris or other material will be removed from the 
area, preventing any of the material from entering watenvays. Norfolk Southem will also-
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutents from 
entering surrounding watenvays 

Should Norfolk Sputherri abandon the rail segment.- the approval of the Surface 
Transportation Board is required In addition, Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7'(9i) 
and (9iii) require-Norfolk Southern to address the following statements; 

(i) "Based on consultation with the State Water quality officials, state 
• whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable 

Federal, Stete or local water quality stendards. Describe any 
inconsistencies" 

(til) State whether permite under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 
U.S.C. 1342 are required for the proposed action." 



Norfolk Southern believes that our actions will be consistent<with Federal, Stete and 
local water quality standards; hovvever we would appreciate your review and input In 
addition, please advise based on the above information if a Section 402 pemrilt'under 
the Clean Water Act.(33 USC 1342) is required and the'individual to be.contacted in 
such case. Please.direct your responses and questions to Kearston Comegys at 
kearston.Comeavs(5)nscorD.com or mail to; 

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments 
Strategic Planning - 12 Floor 
Norfolk-Southern Corporation 
3̂ Commercial Place 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Very truly yours. 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 

Attechment 





'TTPfint'Form'N'^l 

NOTICE OF INTENT- GENISKAL PERMIT NUMBER ALRIUOOOO 
NrOES I'CRMIT NUMBER ALRIOOOOO IS .\ GILN"l£R.\I- IMIRMIT .\UniORIZl.S'G DISCI l.\RGES .XhSOCIATCD Wmi 
CONS I'Ruci ION . \ c n v m r i s ' H M T RILSULT IN A 'IXTIWL L-\NID DISTURIUNCE O F O M : ACRE <JR GRII. \TER .VNO 
s m i s LE.SS 'n IAN O N E .\CRE BUT .\Rii PART o r .v I - \RGER COMMON PLVN OR IJEVELOPMENT O R ^ A U I 

Muil co: Alabama Uepanmeni nr Eiiviraiimcnial Management 
Water Divisiun 
PiiHt Onire Rox 301463 
Montgomeiy, Alabama 36130-14A3 

IM,li/VSE COMPLETfE AU- QUESTIONS. RESPOND WITH "N/A" AS .\PPROPRIA'IU INCOMPLETE OR INCORRECT 
.\NsWt-.R.S. OR MISSING SIGNATURES WILL DEL.\Y PROCE.SSING. IF SPACE IS INSUFFICIENT. CONIINUE ON AN 
AIT.VCI lED SI IIiET(S) AS NECF-SSARY. ATFACH CHMI'P AND OTI MIR INFORNLVnON AS NEEDED PLE.V.SE •t^^>R Oft 
PRINT LCCIBLV IN INK. 

1 IM'-RMITn-li lNl-OIli\IA HON liiinal Q MfHlificaiiim Q IramfcpD Renewal Q I'lcvmusALR 
Penniitee Name 

Responsible Ounier/C-lperator or < >frtcial, and Title 

Responsible Official (RO) Sircet/Physical Address 

Responsible OfOcial (RO) Mailing iVddress 

Responsible Official Phone Number 

Responsible OiGcial I£-Mail .\ddress 

Cuy, State, and Zip Code 

Cuy, Siare, and / ip Cmle 

II PACILriY INI'ORMA'nON 
Facility/biie Name 

I'ncibty Sixeei Address fii Location Descnption 

Facility Fro'ii Gate Liuiude and longitude 

F.)cdity Cuntact and Tide 

Facility Conoci Phi me Numlier 

Cuy Zip Code Coi:niy(s) 

Directinns ro thr Site 

IIL ACTIVITY'DESCRIimON 
Brief Descnpuon of Consirucdon / Land disturtiance acuvuy(s) 

A rea of the Permitted site: Total sue area in acres- Total disturbed area in .icres 

IV RIICIilVING WATERS 
Ijsr name of teceiving water(s). latitude & longitude (decimal or deg,min,5ec) of locBtion(s) that run-off enters the receiving water, and ihe 

waierbodv classification. • 

Receiving Water IjEitude longitude Waterboily ClassiEicniion 

ADEM Form 24 I I-l I doc Pugc I of2 
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V. PRIORITY- CONSTRUCTION Sm-, 

Is this a Ptioriiy Construction .SiteP Vc^ Q No Q If yes, jitach/submit a copy ofthe CBMPP 

VI F.\CILITY ,\L\P 

Please attach i USGS topographic map showing the location ofthe Facility including sue boundanes 

VII QUALIFIED CREDENTlALhD PROFRSSIONAL (QCP) CERIIFICUION 

"I cerufy under penalty of bw that a coinptehensive Constmctton Best .Management Practices Plan (CBMPP) for the prevention and 
iniiumizaiiiinof jll sources of pollution in stonnwater and authonzed related process unstewater runoff has been prepared under my 
supervision for this site/jcnvitv. and associated reguUied areas/aciivities l l ie CBMPP meets the requirements of this permit and if 
properly implemented and maintiiined by the operator, dischaiges oi pollutants in stormwater miioffcan reasonibly tie expected to be 
effectively minimized to the maximum extent pracDcable according to the requiretnents of ADEM .\dmiiiistrauve Code Chapter 335-6-6-
23 ind this Permit The CBMPP descnbes the erosion and sediment control measures that must be fully implemented and reguLirly 
mainiatned as needed at the permitted site in accordance with sound sediment and erosion control practices to ensure the proiecEton of 
water quality " 

(jCP Designation/Description. 

Address Registration / Ceiuficaiion. 

Name and Iltle (type or Pnnt) Phone Number 

Signature Date iugned 

VIII OPER,\TOR • RESPONSIBLE OFFICLVL SICNAIXIRE 

Pursuant to ADEM Admirastnitive Code Rule 335-6-6-.09, this NOI must be signed by a Resixmsible Official of the permittee who is the 
operator, owner, the sole proprietor of a sole prc^netorship, a general/controlling member or partner, a ranking elected official or other 
duly authorized representauve for a unit of government; or an executive oiTiceruf at le:ist the level of vtce-presideni for a corporation, 
having overall responsibility and decision making for the site/acuvity "t certify under penalty of bw that this form, the CBMPP, and all 
.iiiachments were prepared under my direcrion or supervision in .iccordan(.e with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel 
properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted Based on my inquiry of the (]uabfied credenuiled professional (QCl*) and 
other person or persons who manage the system or those petsons dircctlv responsible for gathering the information, the intbmi.ition 
submitted ts, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, correct, and complete. [ am awaie that there are significant penalties 
for submitting false infonnauun including the possibility of fine or impnsonmenr for knowing violations I cerufy that tlus furin has not 
lieen altered, and if copied or reproduced, is consistent in format and identical in content to the ADEM approved form 1 further certify 
that the proposed discharges ilescribed in this registration have been evaluated for the presence of any non-construcnon and/or 
coal/nuneial mining stormwater, or process wastewaters have lieen fully identitled " 

Name and Tide (type or Pnnt) ^ _ ^ _ _ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ _ _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ _ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ _ _ Offiaal Tide 

Signature Date Signed 

ADEM Fonn 24 I I-l I doc Page 2 oT2 
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UnHed States Department off Agriculture 

^ N R C S 
Natural Resources Consenfatton Seivicc Telephone* (334) 667-4559 
P O. Box 311 
3381 Skyway Dnve 
Auburn, AL 36830 

May 29, 2012 

Kearston Comugys, Coordinalor Abandonments 
Siraicgic Planning-12"* Tloor, 
Norfolk Southern Coiporation 
3 Commercial Place 
Norrolk,VA 23510 

KE: Docket No AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Kailway Company-
Ahundonmcnt- Etowah County, AL 

Dear Mr Comegys-

[Enclosed is soils inrormaiion for lhc proposed abandonment 01*3 10 miles of rail line located in 
the city of Gadsden in Btowah Couniy, Alabama The proposed area does not contain prime farm 
land soil map units. Additionally, lhc proposed Rail line is located in the city cooperate limits 
and IS exempt and docs not contain "prime farmland" under the definition ofthe Natural 
Resources Coiibcrvuiion Service nor that of lhe Departmental Regulation 9500-3. 

Please advise ifadditional information is needed. 

Sincerely, 

£aiuiaice £. Aic^ee 
LAWRIiNCEMCGHER 
Assistant State Soil Scientist 

linclosurc 

cc: 
Milton Tuck, Resource Soil Scientist, NRCS, Tuscaloosa. AL 

Helping People Help the Land 

An Cipial Opponunily ProviMr and Emptomr 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND IIISTOKIC KEPOKT 
fPOST-CIRCULATlON) 



STATE O F AUKBAMA 
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

4 6 B SouTi I PiriiRV STRCCT 
MON1GOMEHV, ALABAMA 3 0 1 3 O 0 9 0 0 

T H A N K W W I H U L T L L 3 3 1 - 2 4 2 - 3 1 8 4 
I lXECinivr D i n r c T o n T A X 334 -240 -3 ' 177 

December 6, 2012 

Marcellus C. Kirchner 
Noiiolk Southern 
Scraccgic Planning Deparcmenc 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9207 

Re: AHC 13-0200 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X) 
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) 
Abandonments in Gadsden 
Etowah County, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Kirchner 

Upon review of the proposed project, we have determined that wc shall need more 
information co condnue our review. Please advise us as to how many bridges of the type at 
Mileposc 2.9 and 4.6 sdll exist in the state and is this a common design. We concur with the 
remainder of the projecL 

We appreciate your efforts on this project Should you have any questions, please contact 
Joseph Glazar at (334) 230-2653. Please have the AHC tracking number referenced above 
available and include it with any correspondence 

Truly yours. 

Elizabeth Ann Brown 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

EAB/GCK/gcr 

'1 M I : S T A T E MisroKicPiiLSLHVAHON Ol i I C L 
www,i>iti:riLi<VLALA nuts 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION KOARI) 

\VASIi lNCTONJ)C 

STB Ddckel No. AB-290 (Suh-No. 335X) 

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAH.ROAD COMPANY 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-Nu. 34UX) 

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA 

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT 

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
ICAPTION SUMMARY I 



DI-PARTMl-N'l Ol- TRANSPORTATION 

Surface Transponation Board 

IDocket No AI3 290 (Sub-No. 335X) and AI3 290 (Sub-No. 340X)I 

The Alabama Great Suulhcrn Railroad Company—Abandonment lExcmption—in Gadsden. 

litowah County. Alabama: 

und 

Tennessee. Alabama, and Georgia Railway Company—Abandonment Exemption—in Gadsden. 

litowuh County. Alabama 

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS''), and Tennessee, Alabama, and 

Georgia Railway Company ("TAG")- buth whully-uwncd railroad subsidiaries ofNorfolk 

Southern Railway Company ("NSR") - have filed a verified nolice of exemption pursuant to 

49 C.F.R. part 1152. subpart P (lixcmpt Abandonments and Discontinuances of Scr\MCc and 

Trackage Righis) lo abandon approximately 4.25 miles of interconnected rail line (the ''Line") 

located in Gad.sden. IZiowah Couniy, Alabama Specilically. AGS will abandon approximately 

3 10 miles of rail line (the "AGS Segment") cxicnding between milepost 2.40 AG (near Cabot 

Ave in Gadsden) and milepost 5.50 AG (neai the interseetiun uf River and Cuus£i SireeLs in 

Gadsden); and TAG will abandon approximulely 1.15 miles of rail line (the'TAG Segment") 

cxicnding between mileposi 'I'A 90.30 (localcd bciwccn the norlh end of Brooksidc Drive and 

Owls llollow Road in Gadsden) and milepost TA 91.45 (at the TAG Segment's connection with 

the AGS Segment west of N 5"' Sireei in Gadsden). The Line traverses United Stales Postal 

Service Zip Code territories 35901 and 35904. 

AGS and TAG have cenilled as follows: (1) no local tialTic has moved uvei the Line foi 

ai least 2 years: (2) there is no overhead traffic on the subject Line (and that any overhead iraflle 



could be re-routed ovei other lines in any event): (3) no fonnal complaint llled by a user uf rail 

service on the Line (or by a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) 

regaiding cessation of ser\'ice over the tine cither is pending with the Surface Transponation 

Board (Board) or with any U.S. District Couit or has been decided in favor of complainant 

within the 2-ycar period: and (4) the requirements at 49 C F.R. 1} 1105.7(c) (environmental 

repon). 49 C F.R. § 1105 11 (iransmiital Icttei), 49 CF R § 1105 12 (newspaper publication), 

and 49 C.l-'.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (nolice to governmental agencies) have been met. 

As a condition to ihis exemption, any employee adversely affected by the abandonment 

shall be protected under Orcaon Short Line Railroad—^Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch 

Bciwccn Filth & Ammon. in Binuham dc Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). To 

address whether this condition adequately protects affected employees, a petition for panial 

revocation under 49 U.S C. § 10502(d) must be Illcd 

Provided no fonnal exprcjision uf inlcni lo file an olTcr of llnancial assistance (OFA) has 

been received, this exemption will be elTeclive on April 4, 2013. unless stayed pending 

reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not involve environmental issues,^ formal expressions 

of intent to file an OFA under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2).^ and trail u.se/rail banking requests 

under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 must he filed hy . 2013. Petitions to reopen or requests for 

publie use condiiions under 49 C.F.R § 1152.28 musl be filed by . 2013, with the 

Suiface Tians|)Ortation Board. 395 F. Street. S W . Washingion. DC 20423-0001. 

^ The Board will grant a stay if an informed decision on environmental issues (whether raised by 
a parly oi by the Board's Office of ISnvironmcnial Analysis (OIEA) m ils independent 
investigation) cannot be made before the cxcmpuon's effective dale. Sec Exemption of Oui-of-
Sen'. Rail Lines. 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should be llled as soon as 
jiossibic so that the Board may lake apprupriale acliun before the e\emptiun\s elleeiive date 

^ r.ach OFA must be accompanied by the filing foe. which is currently set at $ 1.500. See 49 
CF.R. § 1002.2(0(25). 



A copy of any petition filed with the Boaid should be sent to representative of AGS and 

TAG. Roben A. Wimbish, Baker & Miller PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW. Suite 300. 

Washington. DC 20037 

If the verified notice contains false or misleading information, the exemption is void ub 

initio 

AGS and TAG have filed a combined environmental and hislunc rcpurl which addresses 

the cflecis. if any. of ihe abandonment on the environment and historic resources. OF.A will 

issue an environmental assessment (EA) by , 2013. Interested jsersons may obtain a 

copy uf the IIA by writing to OEA (Room 1100. Surface Transj^onution Board. Washington. DC 

20423-0001) or by calling OEA at (202) 245-0305. Assistance for the hearing impaii-cd is 

available through the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339. Commcnis 

un environmental and historic prcser\'ation matters must be filed within 15 days after the EA 

becomes available to the public. 

Environmental, historic j^rescrvation. public use. or trail use/rail banking condiiions will 

be imposed, where appropriate, in a subsequent decision 

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29(c)(2). AGS and 'I'AG shall file a nolice 

ofconsummation with the Board to signify that each has exeicised the authority granted and 

fully abandoned Us respective segment ofthe Line. If consummation ha.s not been elTeeied by 

the filing ofa notice ofconsummation by .2014. and there are no legal or regulatory 

bairiers lo cunsummatiun. the uuthoiity to abandon accorded to AGS and 'fAG will 

aulomuiically expire. 



Board decisions and notices arc available on our website ai "WWW.STB.DO'f.GOV. 

Decided: ,2013. 

By the Board. Rachel D Campbell, Direcior. Ofllcc of Proceedings 

http://WWW.STB.DO'f.GOV

